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talents to a comparatively limited field ; almost all the poems 
may be classified as lyrics of love, of nature, or of literary 
appreciation, the first gronp — much the largest — dealing 
especially with love's disappointments and despair. The treat- 
ment given this subject-matter is more often symbolic and 
mystical rather than direct and definite. Two characteristics 
especially distinguish the style : a melody that is rarely inter- 
rupted and a general sensuous appeal at once suggesting Swin- 
burne. On the whole, the spirit of the poems is paganistic — 
and often pessimistic as well. 

From the Book of Life, on the other hand, contains poems 
that are as varied in topic as the title of the volume would 
suggest : from the practical to the ideal, from childhood to old 
age, from the human to the divine — in every direction the 
range is wide. There is little here that is vague, indirect, 
nebulous ; the reader has never to stop and ponder in order to 
determine what it is all about. The style is restrained and calm, 
polished rather than ornate, and intellectual rather than 
emotional. Almost always the poet has a helpful lesson to 
teach us or a note of hope and Christian courage to sound in 
our ears. 

It were vain to attempt ex cathedra a comparative valuation 
of the two books. Unquestionably, each poet has wrought well 
after his own fashion, has produced work that is much above 
the general level of modern verse. What most strongly im- 
presses the reader of both volumes is this present-day recurrence 
of a fundamental poetic difference between Poe and Longfellow, 
or between Swinburne and Tennyson. C. M. Newman. 



Cowboy Songs and Other Frontier Ballads. Collected and edited 
by John A. Lomax. New York: Sturgis and Walton Company. 

Those who read Professor Lomax's article in the January 
Review on "The Cowboy Songs of the Mexican Border" will 
welcome the opportunity to examine in this volume the com- 
plete poems and songs from which only extracts were there 
made. Besides a facsimile letter from Mr. Roosevelt to the 
author emphasizing the value of the collection to the student of 



Reviews 230, 

literature and history, and a brief introduction by Professor 
Barrett Wendell, there is a prefatory note in which Professor 
Lomax interprets the spirit of the ballads and briefly explains 
his method of collecting and editing them. The book, though 
professedly popular in tone and plan, is an important contribu- 
tion to ballad literature, and should prove an incentive to stu- 
dents in other sections of the country to make permanent 
record of similar folk-songs. McB. 



Rhymes of Home. By Burges Johnson. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell. 

Forest and Town. By Alexander Nicholas DeMenil. New York and 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa : The Torch Press. 

Virginia: A Tragedy, and Other Poems. By Marion Foster Gilmore. 
Louisville, Kentucky : John P. Morton & Company. 

Maybloom and Myrtle. By Samuel Minturn Peck. Boston: Dana 
Estes & Company. 

My Three Loves. By Beverley Dandridge Tucker. New York and 
Washington : The Neale Publishing Company. 

The Hill O'Dreams. By Helen Lanyon. New York : The John Lane 
Company. 

The Poems of Sophie Jewett. Memorial edition. With biographical in- 
troduction. New York : Thomas Y. Crowell. 

Sable and Purple. By William Watson. New York : The John Lane 
Company. 

Bound in blue checked gingham suggestive of pinafores, and 
decorated on the inside covers back and front with dainty 
sketches of children swinging and reading under the shade of an 
old oak before the home porch, Burges Johnson's rhymes are 
adapted both to grown-ups and to children, and, in the words of 
the author, "have but one excuse for their wide variety — a 
spirit of home bade the writing of them all." The sentiment is 
true, the style simple, and the verse musical. 

Not as much can be said of Dr. DeMenil's verse, about one 
third of which, he tells us in his preface, are collected from 
Sunday issues of St. Louis and other daily newspapers. Other 
verses are reprinted from "a former book by the writer," Songs 
in Minority. But "many of the verse bearing date subsequent 
to 1886 herein receive their baptism of type." In the juvenile 



